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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS; 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 150. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or 
amendment to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 

applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 12 recites the limitation "said at least one electronic signal" in line 13. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Since this claim is 
analogous to claims 1 and 6 the examiner believes that the electronic signal was 
intended to correspond to the sync pulse described in claims 1 and 6 which is not 
mentioned in claim 12. The examiner will continue prosecution using this understanding. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Fischer et al (3674924). 

In regard to claim 1 Fischer discloses a system and method for acquiring an 
image of a moving item in a path in a mailing machine using an imaging device and an 
illumination source positioned relative to the path, wherein the image includes a 
discernible feature of the moving item, the imaging device having a field-of-view 
covering at least a portion of tee path, the illumination sources capable of providing a 
flash of light for illuminating at least a part of the field-of-view of the imaging device, 
wherein the imaging device is capable of acquiring the image in at least one image 
frame at a time and providing at least one electronic signal indicative of a sync pulse in 
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synchronization with said image acquiring (Fischer Figs 1-2 and col. 2 line 34 to col. 4 
line 55) including: 

providing a triggering signal based on the electronic signal (Fischer Figs 1-2 and 
col. 4 lines 42-45 note flash is delayed by one field scan time). 

in response to the triggering signal, causing the illuminating source to provide the 
flash of light for illuminating the moving item at least partially entering the field-of-view 
(Fischer Figs. 1-2 and col. 2 lines 57-60); and 

acquiring the image of the moving item while it is illuminated by the flash of light, 
wherein the flash of light ahs a flash duration sufficiently short as compared to the 
motion of the moving item so as to produce a discernable feature (Fischer col. 2 line 60 
to col. 3 line 14 note col. 2 line 63 for discernable feature and col. 3 lines 8-14 for flash 
duration). 

In regard to claim 2 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Fischer further discloses that the triggering signal is provided when the moving 
item entering the field-of-view has reached a predetermined point in the path (Fischer 
col. 2 lines 61-64). 

In regard to claims 6-7 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claims 1-2 

above. 

In regard to claim 10 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 6 
above. Fischer further discloses that the detection mechanism includes a photosensor 
(Fischer Fig. 1 16 and col. 2 lines 48-54). 
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In regard to claims 12 Fischer discloses an image acquisition system that 
includes: 

an imaging device (Fischer Fig. 1 20); 
an illuminating source (Fischer Fig. 1 22); 
a detection mechanism (Fischer Fig. 1 12); and 
an electronic circuit (Fischer Fig. 1 18). 

In regard to claim 13 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 12 
above. Fischer further discloses a storage device connected to the imaging device for 
storing acquired images (Fischer Fig. 1 26, 27, 30 and 32) 

In regard to claim 14 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 12 
above. Fischer further discloses image displaying units connected to the imaging device 
for displaying acquired images (Fischer Fig. 1 34). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5, 8, 9, 11, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fischer. 

In regard to claim 3 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 1 
above. Fischer further discloses that the imaging device is a video camera (Fischer Fig. 
1 20 note T.V. camera), and that sync pulses are provided at a field rate (Fischer Fig. 2 
note FIELD_SYNC). It is noted that Fischer does not disclose that the sync pulse is 
generated by the camera but is rather generated externally by a recorder clock. 
However the examiner takes official notice that at the time of the invention it was 
common and notoriously well known in the art at the time of the invention to include a 
sync pulse generator within a video camera. It is therefore considered obvious that one 
of ordinary skill in the art would recognize the advantage of including a sync pulse 
generator in the video camera disclosed by Fischer in order to reduce necessary 
circuitry, and ensure synchronization with video output. 

Further, even if it were not well known in the art to have a video camera provide 
sync pulses, the invention of claim 3 would merely differ from Fischer by a physical 
arrangement of parts. That being that the sync pulse generator is located external to the 
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camera instead of integrated into it. Such distinctions are held to be obvious 
engineering choices, and the invention of claim 3 would therefore be unpatentable over 
Fischer. See In re Larson, 144 USPQ347 (CCPA1965), In re Lockhart, 90 USPQ 214 
(CCPA1951), and Howard v. Detroit Stove Works, 150 U.S. 164 (1893). 

In regard to claim 4 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claims 1 and 
3 above. Fischer further discloses two sync pulses per frame (Fischer Fig. 2 
FIELD_SYNC note there are two fields per frame). Fischer further discloses selecting 
one pulse to use as the sync pulse (Fischer Figs 1-2 and col. 4 lines 42-45 note flash is 
delayed until the next field scan which could be either field pulse). It is noted that 
Fischer does not disclose that the sync pulse is generated by the camera but is rather 
generated externally by a recorder clock. However, such modifications would be 
obvious for the same reasons as stated in the rejection of claim 3 above. 

In regard to claim 5 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 4 
above. Fischer further discloses details of a sensing signal (Fischer Figs 1-2 12 and col. 
2 lines 48-54). 

In regard to claims 8-9 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claims 3- 
and 6 above. 

In regard to claim 1 1 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claim 9 
above. Fischer further discloses a pulse dividing circuit for selecting the sync pulse 
(Fischer Fig. 2 42). 

In regard to claims 15-16 refer to the statements made in the rejection of claims 
3-4 and 12 above. 



Application/Control Number: 10/650,511 
Art Unit: 2621 



Page 8 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremiah C. Huber whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5248. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571)272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jeremiah C Huber 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2621 



